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Top of the Agenda

NIMET FORECASTS NATIONWIDE RAINSTORMS, WARNS OF FLOOD RISKS IN BENUE, TARABA, CROSS RIVER
The Nigerian Meteorological Agency (NiMet) has forecast thunderstorms with moderate rainfall across northern states, including Sokoto, Zamfara, Kebbi, Kaduna, and Taraba, on Monday, with cloudy skies and light rains in parts of the south, notably Oyo, Ogun, Lagos, and Cross River. Isolated thunderstorms and moderate rains are expected later in both regions, with subsequent light showers and afternoon thunderstorms in the southeast and Niger Delta states. NiMet warned of possible flooding in Benue, Taraba, and Cross River, advising residents to activate emergency plans, farmers to delay fertiliser use, and airline operators to obtain location-specific weather reports for safe operations.
Business Day News: NiMet forecasts nationwide rainstorms, warns of flood risks in Benue, Taraba, Cross River September 29th, 2025.

Analysis 
Yearly, the onset of the rainy season in Nigeria is accompanied by intense environmental hazards, ranging from flash floods to massive floods, resulting in loss of lives and properties. Despite efforts by several environmental and climate-related agencies like the Nigerian Meteorological Agency(NiMet) and Nigerian Emergency Management Agency (NEMA) to effectively prepare in time prior to the rainy season with various flood early warning signals and precautionary actions to prevent full-blown damage, they all fall on deaf ears as it worsens as the years go by. 
Notably, several states across Nigeria have recorded high levels of flood incidents, higher than previous years, thereby subjecting them to the vulnerable woes of floods, from Mokwa in Borno state to Adamawa, Kaduna, and Nigeria’s megacity, Lagos state. According to Nigeria’s flood dashboard and aggregated NEMA figures, 232 people have died and 121,224 have been displaced so far this season. At least 339,658 people have been recorded as affected, with 681 injured and tens of thousands of homes and hectares of cropland damaged or destroyed. 
This underscores the need for effective measures to curb this annual menace that has affected a significant portion of the Nigerian population. Beyond individual actions, ranging from a reduction in indiscriminate disposal of wastes across the cities to clearing of drainages to ensure easy flow of water, the government should also ensure all hands are on deck in ensuring policies are put in place to reduce the yearly negative impacts of floods across the country while also enforcing these policies to ensure they curb flooding and its effects. Actions like demolishing houses built on waterways, clearing blocked drainage, imposing fees for indiscriminate dumping of refuse, and constructing larger drainage systems, among others, are greatly encouraged as they will ensure the negative impacts of yearly floods are brought to a minimum.
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LAGOS UNVEILS TWO-YEAR FLOOD PLAN TO INTEGRATE LAKES, CANALS 
The Lagos State Government has announced a 24-month flood management plan to curb flooding by creating a Blue-Green Network linking estate lakes, canals, and green corridors to store and gradually release rainwater.  Commissioner Tokunbo Wahab said the plan includes flap gates, pilot pumps, and strict enforcement of canal rights-of-way. Immediate measures involve silt and trash clearance, while medium-term actions cover 579 km of secondary collectors, 309 km of primary channels, and 1,500 km of new channels under construction. Additionally, 218 new channels have been awarded for construction, which will add approximately 1,500 km upon completion. Pumps are being installed where needed, and early-warning measures, including daily forecasts and water-level monitoring, are in place.
Nairametrics News: Lagos Unveils Two-Year Flood Plan to Integrate Lakes, Canals September 30th, 2025.

NIGERIA, EU BANK ROLL OUT €175M CLIMATE PROJECT IN 23 STATES
Nigeria has launched the €175m Nigeria Climate Adaptation, Erosion and Watershed Project (NEWMAP-EIB) with support from the European Investment Bank (EIB) to tackle erosion, flooding, and watershed degradation across 23 States. Announcing the initiative in Abuja, Minister of Environment Balarabe Lawal confirmed the project is now disbursement-effective. The programme builds on the NEWMAP-IDA (2010–2022), which restored farmlands and managed gully erosion. The new five-year plan will scale up efforts through erosion and watershed infrastructure and project management, targeting States including Abia, Anambra, Cross River, Delta, Enugu, Imo, Edo, Plateau, Sokoto, and Borno, strengthening climate resilience and food security.
Business News: Nigeria, EU Bank roll out €175m climate project in 23 states September 30th, 2025.

FCTA DISTRIBUTES MOTHER-BABY KITS, COOKING GAS CYLINDERS TO WOMEN 
The Federal Capital Territory Administration on Wednesday distributed free mother-baby kits and Liquefied Petroleum Gas cylinders to women in the territory to reduce maternal and neonatal risks and improve household health. This distribution took place during the launch of the FCT Mother-Baby Kit Project, tagged “Renewing Hope: One Baby at a Time”, and the Abuja Breathe Fresh Air Project, tagged “Renewing Hope: One Home at a Time,” in Abuja.
Punch News: FCTA distributes mother-baby kits, cooking gas cylinders to women October 1st, 2025.

DUFIL, SCFN TAKE SICKLE CELL ENLIGHTENMENT TO MAKOKO COMMUNITY
Dufil Prima Foods Plc, in partnership with the Sickle Cell Foundation Nigeria, has launched a health intervention project in the Makoko community, Lagos State. The project is aimed at raising awareness, providing free screening, and improving long-term care for people living with sickle cell disorder in the underserved riverine community. The initiative, known as the Makoko Health Intervention Project, is a multi-pronged effort designed to break the cycle of ignorance surrounding Sickle Cell Disease in vulnerable populations by empowering residents with the knowledge and tools they need to confront the genetic health condition.
Punch News: Dufil, SCFN take sickle cell enlightenment to Makoko community October 2nd, 2025.
 LAGOS SEEKS MALE INVOLVEMENT IN FAMILY PLANNING
The Lagos State Government has called on men to get involved in family planning initiatives by encouraging their wives and partners to embrace modern contraceptives. It noted that the benefits of family planning are not only for women but also for the entire family and society at large.
Punch News: Lagos seeks male involvement in family planning October 2nd, 2025.

LASSA FEVER CLAIMS 166 LIVES IN NINE MONTHS
From January to mid-September 2025, Nigeria recorded 895 confirmed cases of Lassa fever with 166 deaths, giving a case fatality rate (CFR) of 18.5 %, higher than the 16.9 % over the same period in 2024. Outbreaks have spread across 21 states and 106 Local Government Areas, but five states- Ondo, Bauchi, Edo, Taraba, and Ebonyi account for about 90 % of confirmed infections. In the latest epidemiological week, confirmed cases dropped slightly from 13 the week before to 11. Issues raised include late presentation to hospitals, high treatment costs, low awareness in rural communities, and environmental sanitation problems. 
Punch News: Lassa fever claims 166 lives in nine months October 2nd, 2025.
ONE DOCTOR ATTENDS TO 9,083 NIGERIANS, NARD LAMENTS
The Nigerian Association of Resident Doctors on Wednesday decried the country’s poor doctor-to-patient ratio of 1:9,083, describing it as far from global best practice. In a press statement issued on Nigeria’s 65th Independence anniversary, the association announced that with effect from October 1, 2025, resident doctors across the country will no longer take continuous calls beyond 24 hours.
Punch News: One doctor attends to 9,083 Nigerians, NARD laments October 2nd, 2025.

OVER 35% OF NIGERIAN CHILDREN FACE MALNUTRITION – NARD
In a post on X on Thursday, NARD said over 35 per cent of children under five are affected. “Malnutrition contributes significantly to child mortality. It also impacts cognitive development, disease susceptibility, and national productivity,” the association added. NARD stated that interventions include Ready-to-Use Therapeutic Food (RUTF) distribution, community-based management of acute malnutrition (CMAM), and Infant and Young Child Feeding (IYCF) counselling.
Channels: Over 35% Of Nigerian Children Face Malnutrition – NARD October 2nd, 2025.

WEST AFRICA 

NIGER ROLLS OUT TURKISH AKSUNGUR DRONE TO EXPAND BORDER DEFENSE AND STRIKE POWER.
On September 29, 2025, Niger’s Ministry of National Defence publicly unveiled its latest combat aviation asset, the Aksungur unmanned aerial system, during a formal ceremony held at Niamey International Airport. According to Nigerian media reports, the event was led by General Salifou Mody, Minister of State for Defence. It underscored the country's intensified effort to modernise its aerial strike and surveillance capabilities. Coming amid an increasingly unstable security landscape across the Sahel, this introduction marks a significant escalation in Niger’s ability to counter regional threats, particularly those posed by transnational terrorist networks operating along its porous borders. Niger’s decision to field the Aksungur is a clear indication of its evolving defence doctrine: one that prioritises endurance, precision, and deterrence. This drone is not just another acquisition; it’s a strategic signal to both allies and adversaries that the country is investing in hard power to meet a new generation of asymmetric threats.
Global Defence News: Niger Rolls Out Turkish Aksungur Drone To Expand Border Defense And Strike Power. September 30th, 2025.

WEST AFRICA, HOT SPOT FOR DRUG TRAFFICKING, TURNS TO CONSUMPTION
Drug trafficking through west Africa is deepening addiction and straining public resources in some of the world’s poorest countries, used to transit contraband towards Europe. The United Nations sounded the alarm last year that smuggling through the Sahel — a semi-arid region below the Sahara where poverty and armed groups are rife — was on the rise, noting an increase in large-scale cocaine seizures in recent years. But government officials, doctors and researchers told AFP such trafficking — in addition to providing money for criminal groups — leads to contraband spilling over into the local market in low-income countries, where treatment options are sparse. “Once it finds its way into the system, even if the rationale behind it is to export it to other countries, some will find itself within the country,” said Alexander Twum Barimah, deputy director general of the Narcotics Control Commission in Ghana.
The Guardian News: West Africa, hot spot for drug trafficking, turns to consumption October 3rd, 2025.
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SAHEL INTELLIGENCE AGENCIES TO EXPOSE NIGERIAN POLITICIANS BACKING TERRORISTS
Intelligence agencies in Niger, Mali and Burkina Faso have said they are preparing to publish the names of senior Nigerian politicians aiding and abetting terrorism in the northwest, counterinsurgency expert Zagazola Makama said yesterday. Makama posted this on his verified X handle, along with a translated post by DWHausa. 
According to Makama, the security agencies confirmed they were already in possession of names of politicians suspected of aiding the criminal gangs. The move, officials said, was part of wider regional efforts to dismantle cross-border criminal networks that have fueled insecurity across West Africa.
The Nation’s News: Sahel intelligence agencies to Expose Nigerian Politicians Backing Terrorists September 30th,  2025.

NIGER'S TCHIANI ENGAGES IN TALKS WITH MALI'S MILITARY GOVERNMENT
Niger’s leader, General Abdourahamane Tiani, paid a working visit to Mali on Tuesday, where he was warmly received by General Assimi Goïta. The visit, marked by military honors and expanded talks with defense and finance ministers, focused on strengthening the Alliance of Sahel States (AES), formed by Mali, Niger, and Burkina Faso after leaving ECOWAS. Discussions centered on joint security efforts, economic cooperation, and advancing AES projects like a regional military force and development bank. Observers say the meeting reflects a “new Sahelian geopolitics,” as the three nations deepen solidarity, present a united front, and pursue sovereignty amid regional crises.
Africa News: Niger's Tchiani engages in talks with Mali's military government October 1st, 2025.

HUNTED, RAPED, STARVED: SUDAN’S JOURNALISTS UNDER SIEGE IN EL-FASHER
In El-Fasher, Darfur’s last government-held city, journalists remain trapped under siege by the Rapid Support Forces (RSF), enduring bombardments, starvation, and targeted violence. Cut off from aid for over 16 months, they report amid famine, with many forced to eat animal feed. Journalists face arbitrary detention, torture, sexual violence, and threats, as RSF fighters storm neighborhoods using informants to expose them. Hospitals are destroyed, leaving survivors without medical care. Despite fear and hunger, reporters persist in documenting atrocities, describing the crisis as a war not only against civilians but also against truth, warning that global silence risks complicity.
CPJ News: Hunted, raped, starved: Sudan’s journalists under siege in El-Fasher October 1st, 2025.

MADAGASCAR YOUTH PROTESTERS SUSPEND MARCHES IN CAPITAL FOR 24 HOURS
In Madagascar, youth-led protesters paused marches in the capital, Antananarivo, for 24 hours citing concerns over participants’ health and strength—but demonstrations persisted in other parts of the country. The protests, inspired by Gen Z movements in Kenya and Nepal, represent some of the largest anti-government unrest in years, directly challenging President Andry Rajoelina. At least 22 deaths and over 100 injuries have been reported during the week-long protests, according to UN estimates (which the government disputes). Protesters demand Rajoelina’s resignation and broad institutional reforms, including dismantling the election commission, the upper chamber Senate, and the highest court.
Reuters News: Madagascar youth protesters suspend marches in capital for 24 hours October 2nd, 2025.

42 DEAD IN LATEST EBOLA OUTBREAK IN DR CONGO- WHO
An Ebola outbreak declared in the DR Congo in early September has caused 42 deaths out of 64 confirmed cases. The risk of it spreading in the region is moderate, the WHO said Wednesday. Health authorities in DR Congo began rolling out a vaccine programme against the often fatal virus two weeks ago. The highly contagious haemorrhagic fever has killed some 15,000 people in Africa over the past 50 years. World Health Organization chief Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus posted on X that “at this time, 64 people have had Ebola in the DRC, of which 42 have died.” He added that the UN health agency and its partners are supporting the government-led response. The WHO estimates a risk of further spread as high on a national level but moderate in the wider region. It says the outbreak is fuelled by insufficient protective equipment, incomplete contact tracing, late detection, and unsafe burial practices. It added that high population mobility in the country and reliance on traditional healers, increased the risk of spread.
Africa News: 42 Dead In Latest Ebola Outbreak In DR Congo-  WHO October 1st, 2025.


THE GLOBE

STAMPEDE AT POLITICAL RALLY KILLS DOZENS IN INDIA
A deadly stampede broke out during a political rally in Karur, Tamil Nadu, India, hosted by actor-turned-politician Vijay and his newly formed party TVK. At least 39 people were killed and over 50 others were injured. Some reports later raised the death toll to 41. Among those killed were children. The crowd was reported to far exceed the permitted attendance level. Vijay reportedly arrived several hours late, which may have intensified crowd pressure as supporters moved forward in anticipation. Eyewitnesses say people fainted and were trampled as the surge began. Authorities have filed criminal charges against senior TVK leaders, citing negligence in crowd management and violation of safety norms. A commission led by a retired judge has been appointed to investigate. Political reactions have been swift — central and state officials have expressed condolences and ordered relief operations
Reuters: Stampede at political rally kills dozens in India September 28th , 2025.

ISRAEL KILLS 30 PEOPLE IN GAZA; HAMAS REVIEWS TRUMP'S PLAN TO END WAR
Israel’s ongoing military campaign in Gaza has left at least 30 Palestinians dead in the latest round of airstrikes, intensifying the humanitarian crisis. The bombardment comes as Hamas weighs a 20-point peace proposal presented by former U.S. President Donald Trump, which Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has reportedly accepted. While the plan is being reviewed, scepticism remains over its feasibility and the sincerity of both parties in implementing it. Civilians in Gaza continue to face devastating casualties and widespread destruction, with international actors calling for restraint and renewed diplomacy to prevent further escalation and to pave the way for peace.
Al Jazeera: Israel kills 30 people in Gaza; Hamas reviews Trump's plan to end war  September 30th, 2025.

LOCAL HEALTH DEPARTMENTS WORRY ABOUT GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN’S EFFECTS ON STAFFING, DISEASE OUTBREAKS AND NUTRITION SERVICES
The US government’s shutdown is shaking the nation at a time when public health staffing has already been reduced, the threat of disease outbreaks looms, and both the respiratory virus season and hurricane season are upon us. State and local health departments are now bracing for how the shutdown could affect their work to keep communities safe and healthy – and some worry about disruptions in communications with the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and other federal agencies in times of need.CNN News: Local health departments worry about government shutdown’s effects on staffing, disease outbreaks and nutrition services October 2nd, 2025.

MASSIVE FIRE BREAKS OUT AT CHEVRON REFINERY NEAR LOS ANGELES
A large fire broke out at Chevron's refinery in El Segundo, prompting local fire departments to respond to reports of an explosion. The fire was contained to one area of the facility, with officials urging residents to stay indoors due to potential air quality issues. A shelter-in-place order was issued for parts of Manhattan Beach, and flights at Los Angeles International Airport were not affected. No injuries have been reported, and the cause of the fire is still unknown. The refinery, the largest on the West Coast, processes 276,000 barrels of crude oil daily. Authorities are investigating the incident.
CNN News: Massive fire breaks out at Chevron refinery near Los Angeles October 3rd, 2025.
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