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Top of the Agenda 
 
TROOPS NEUTRALISE TERRORISTS, RESCUE 67 VICTIMS, ARREST 94 
Troops of the Armed Forces of Nigeria (AFN) have stepped up security operations nationwide, 
killing numerous terrorists, rescuing 67 kidnapped victims, and arresting 94 criminal suspects 
over a two-week period. Maj.-Gen. Olatokunbo Bello, Director of Defence Media Operations, 
provided the update on Friday in Abuja, covering operations conducted between November 3 
and 14, 2025. He said troops recovered large caches of arms and ammunition, including 
automatic rifles, machine guns, RPG tubes, locally fabricated weapons, and materials for 
improvised explosive devices, while also dismantling criminal camps and logistics bases. 
 
In the Northeast, Operation Hadin Kai troops maintained offensive actions in Borno and 
Adamawa States, killing several Boko Haram and ISWAP fighters, apprehending 45 informants 
and collaborators, and rescuing one kidnapped victim. In the Northwest, Operation Fansan 
Yamma forces killed multiple terrorists across Sokoto, Zamfara, Niger, Katsina, Kebbi, and 
Kano States. They arrested two suspects, rescued 13 kidnapped victims, and recovered weapons, 
vehicles, and livestock. 
 
In the North Central region, Operation Enduring Peace troops responded to attacks in Plateau 
and Kaduna States, killing extremists, arresting 16 suspects, and rescuing five kidnapped victims. 
TVC News: Troops Neutralise Terrorists, Rescue 67 Victims, Arrest 94  November 14th, 2025. 
 

Analysis 
The new scores of victories of the Nigerian Armed Forces are commendable and, to a larger 
extent, show the decisiveness of the military in dealing with terrorists in the state. However, 
there is a large gap as the terrorists still hold territories in the Northeast in siege with large 
number of victims recorded. The Nigerian military with this emboldened and decisive force 
should extend deeper onto the Northeast to deal with the terrorists to further defend Nigeria's 
territorial integrity. Operation Enduring Peace should be extended by the military to all regions 
for sustainable peace. This will help to further maintain the victories scored by the military as the 
terrorists will seek to rebuild from their latest defeats. However, entrenching these victories also 



2 
 

means maintaining the peace for a stable geopolitical landscape through Operation Enduring 
Peace. 

 
NIGERIA 
241 KILLED, 144,790 DISPLACED BY FLOOD-NEMA 
As of November 4, 2025, a total of 433,578 individuals across 27 states and 123 local 
government areas in Nigeria were affected by flooding, with 144,790 people displaced and 241 
lives lost. Additionally, there were 839 injuries, 115 missing persons, and extensive property 
damage, including 52,509 houses and 74,767 hectares of farmland destroyed. The demographic 
breakdown showed the impact on different groups, with Adamawa State having the highest 
number of affected individuals. The National Emergency Management Agency highlighted 
challenges such as resource shortages and identified urgent needs, including food, shelter, water, 
health services, and livelihood support for the victims. 
Punch News: 241 Killed, 144,790 Displaced by Flood-NEMA November 10th, 2025.  
 
FOUNDATION SEEKS CLIMATE JUSTICE, DECENT JOBS FOR ENTREPRENEURS 
The Eminent Emerging Entrepreneurs Foundation (EEEF) has called for stronger climate justice 
efforts and the promotion of sustainable entrepreneurship in Nigeria. At its 9th Annual Summit 
in Abuja, the foundation emphasised that climate-conscious innovation is essential for creating 
inclusive and decent jobs. EEEF’s CEO, Eberechi Marcus, highlighted the need for 
entrepreneurs to adopt environmentally friendly business models while contributing to national 
development. The foundation announced plans to link young entrepreneurs to funding, 
strengthen partnerships with national and international bodies, and launch a nationwide 
campaign positioning decent job creation as a social right. EEEF has trained over 5,000 youths in 
the past decade. 
NAN News: Foundation seeks climate justice, decent jobs for entrepreneurs  November 12th, 
2025. 
 
JNIM’S AL-QAEDA NEXUS: A SHADOWY ALLIANCE INFILTRATING NIGERIA 
Jama’at Nusrat al-Islam wal Muslimeen (JNIM), a formal affiliate of Al-Qaeda, has declared its 
first attack in Nigeria (on 31 October 2025) and is probing the country’s porous borders for 
expansion.  The group originated in the Sahel and has adopted Al-Qaeda’s ideology and tactics, 
strategically aligning with the global jihadist network. It now seeks to exploit security and 
governance vulnerabilities in Nigeria, leveraging smuggling routes and local fissures as it 
expands southward. The article warns that Nigeria must urgently strengthen border defences and 
revamp counter-terrorism frameworks to counter this emerging hybrid threat.  
Leadership Media Group News: JNIM’s Al-Qaeda Nexus: A Shadowy Alliance Infiltrating 
Nigeria  November 12th, 2025. 
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2025 JOINT ANNUAL REVIEW: FG REPORTS MAJOR GAINS IN HEALTH SECTOR 
REFORMS, RECORDS 17% DROP IN MATERNAL DEATHS 
Ahead of the 2025 Joint Annual Review, the Federal Government announced significant 
progress in Nigeria’s health-sector reforms, reporting a 17% reduction in maternal deaths and a 
12% decline in newborn deaths across 172 high-burden Local Government Areas. According to 
the Ministerial press briefing in Abuja, 37 of 41 key performance indicators under the 
presidential health reform commitments have already been achieved. Utilisation of primary-
healthcare facilities under the Basic Health Care Provision Fund rose sharply from 10 million 
visits in early 2024 to 45 million in Q2 2025. Operational plans in all states now align with the 
national health-sector blueprint.  
Federal Ministry of Health News: 2025 Joint Annual Review: FG Reports Major Gains in 
Health Sector Reforms, Records 17% Drop in Maternal Deaths   November 12th, 2025. 
 
AFRICA CDC TASKS NIGERIA ON HEALTH INSURANCE TO CURB RISING OUT-
OF-POCKET SPENDING 
The Africa Centres for Disease Control and Prevention (Africa CDC) has urged Nigeria to boost 
the rollout of its national health insurance system to reduce high levels of out-of-pocket health 
spending, which it says is pushing millions into financial hardship. Speaking at Nigeria’s Joint 
Annual Review in Abuja, Africa CDC Director-General Jean Kaseya noted that across Africa, 
out-of-pocket payments account for up to 75% of total health spending and that donor funding 
alone cannot resolve this challenge. He pointed to Rwanda’s community-based health insurance 
achieving ~88% coverage and emphasised that Nigeria must adopt large-scale health-insurance 
coverage to protect the poor. 
Business Day News: Africa CDC tasks Nigeria on health insurance to curb rising out-of-pocket 
spending   November 13th, 2025. 
 
THE MATHEMATICS OF VOTE CAST, FEAR OF ELECTION MANIPULATION, 
AND WIKE’S ORDEALS 
The off-season gubernatorial election in Anambra exposed troubling patterns: deepening voter 
apathy among the 2.8 million registered electorate and pervasive fears of result manipulation by 
key players. Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC) finds itself under pressure to 
restore trust, as the arithmetic of turnout and vote counts fails to inspire confidence. Meanwhile, 
Nyesom Wike, the minister now at the centre of multiple controversies, is facing scrutiny as his 
political influence intersects with electoral administration. Unless structural reforms are pursued, 
the legitimacy of Nigeria’s elections remains at stake. 
Business Day News: The mathematics of vote cast, fear of election manipulation, and Wike’s 
ordeals  November 13th, 2025.  
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WEST AFRICA  
AFRICAN UNION CALLS FOR URGENT ACTION AMID ESCALATING CRISIS IN 
MALI 
The African Union (AU) has raised alarm over Mali’s worsening security and humanitarian 
crisis, with Chairperson Mahmoud Ali Youssouf condemning terrorist attacks, blockades, and 
kidnappings that have crippled essential supplies and endangered civilians. He called for a robust 
international response, urging stronger cooperation, intelligence sharing, and sustained support 
for Sahel countries battling violent extremism. Youssouf reaffirmed the AU’s commitment to 
helping Mali achieve peace and stability. The escalating violence by ISIS-linked militants has 
forced school closures and deepened the humanitarian crisis, leading the US, UK, and France to 
urge their citizens to leave Mali and avoid travel to the region. 
Africa News: African Union calls for Urgent Action amid Escalating Crisis in Mali  November 
11th, 2025. 
 
NIGER: THREE JOURNALISTS ARRESTED ON CYBERCRIME CHARGES 
The International Federation of Journalists (IFJ) has condemned the arrest of three Nigerien 
journalists, Ibro Chaibou, Youssouf Seriba, and Oumarou Kané, who have been detained since 
November 3 at Kollo prison for allegedly sharing a government press conference invitation. 
They are charged with “complicity in disseminating information likely to cause public disorder.” 
The arrests follow Niger’s 2024 amendment to its cybercrime law, which reinstated prison terms 
for certain offences. IFJ denounced the military junta’s growing repression of the media since 
seizing power in 2023, accusing it of weaponising laws to silence dissent, and called for the 
journalists’ immediate release and all charges to be dropped. 
IFJ News: Niger: Three journalists arrested on Cybercrime Charges November 11th, 2025. 
 
JIHADIST TAKEOVER OF MALI IS FAR-FETCHED, FOREIGN MINISTER SAYS 
Mali’s foreign minister dismissed warnings that jihadists could soon threaten Bamako, 
describing such claims as unrealistic despite a fuel blockade imposed by al-Qaeda-linked JNIM 
that caused shortages and temporary school closures. The blockade heightened international 
concern, leading the AU to call for urgent action and several Western governments to advise 
citizens to leave. Abdoulaye Diop insisted Mali’s forces are still far stronger than JNIM and 
accused critics of misinterpreting the situation. He stated the blockade was intended to 
destabilise the military-led government, which has moved away from Western partners towards 
Russia. Diop also mentioned that relations with the U.S. are improving under the Trump 
administration. 
Reuters News: Jihadist takeover of Mali is far-fetched, foreign minister says  November 13th, 
2025. 
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NEW WEST AFRICA SUSTAINABLE OCEAN PROGRAMME TARGETS FISHERIES 
DECLINE AND BLUE ECONOMY DEVELOPMENT 
The European Union has launched the West Africa Sustainable Ocean Programme (WASOP), a 
€59 million initiative across 13 coastal West African countries to boost marine governance and 
the blue economy. WASOP aims to curb illegal, unreported, and unregulated (IUU) fishing, 
restore shared fish stocks, and protect coastal ecosystems. It also seeks to promote inclusive 
economic growth via sustainable ocean resource use and resilient livelihoods for coastal 
communities. 
Africa’s Sustainability Matters News: New West Africa Sustainable Ocean Programme 
Targets fisheries decline and Blue economy development  November 14th, 2025. 
 
 
AFRICA 
THE PRESIDENT BLAMED FOR SHATTERING TANZANIA'S AURA OF STABILITY 
Tanzania remains gripped by the aftermath of its worst post-election violence in decades, a crisis 
that has shaken its long-standing reputation as a beacon of peace and stability in Africa. It has 
also earned the country rare rebukes from regional and continental organisations. Analysts say 
the unprecedented unrest was followed by a tense political climate in Tanzania, marked by 
stalled reforms, youth anger, ruling party power struggles, and persecution of opposition leaders. 
As President Samia Suluhu Hassan begins to serve her second term in office, analysts say she is 
facing mounting international scrutiny, which could undermine her legitimacy to lead the East 
African country. 
BBC News: The president blamed for shattering Tanzania's aura of stability  November 9th, 
2025. 
 
AFRICA CDC STATEMENT ON SUSPECTED VIRAL HAEMORRHAGIC FEVER IN 
JINKA, SOUTHERN REGION, ETHIOPIA 
On 12 November 2025, the Ethiopia Public Health Institute (EPHI) notified the Africa CDC of 
eight suspected cases of viral haemorrhagic fever (VHF) in the Jinka area, Southern Region, 
Ethiopia. Clinical samples have been collected and submitted to the National Reference 
Laboratory for further testing; no confirmed aetiology has yet been established. Africa CDC 
Director-General Dr Jean Kaseya congratulated the Ethiopian Minister of Health for early 
detection and transparency, and extended continental support for rapid investigation and 
containment of the event. 
Africa News: Africa CDC Statement on Suspected Viral Haemorrhagic Fever in Jinka, Southern 
Region, Ethiopia  November 12th, 2025. 
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CONTINUITIES AND RUPTURES AHEAD OF THE DECEMBER 2025 ELECTIONS 
IN THE CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 
The Central African Republic is preparing for elections in December 2025, but several issues are 
raising concerns. The president recently changed the constitution so he can run for a third term, 
deepening fears about a weakened democracy. Although the government has signed peace deals 
with armed groups, violence still occurs in many areas and security remains unstable. Civil 
society groups worry that the election may not be fair or open to all voices. At the same time, 
foreign influence, especially from Russia and Rwanda, has grown stronger, creating uncertainty 
about how much control local institutions truly have over the country’s political direction. 
Democracy in Africa News: Continuities and Ruptures Ahead of the December 2025 Elections 
in the Central African Republic  November 13th, 2025. 
 
US CALLS FOR INTERNATIONAL ACTION TO CUT WEAPONS SUPPLY TO 
SUDAN PARAMILITARIES 
US Secretary of State Marco Rubio urged global action to halt weapons supplies to Sudan’s 
Rapid Support Forces (RSF), accused of genocide and mass atrocities in el-Fasher. He 
condemned the RSF’s systematic killings, rape, and targeting of non-Arab communities, though 
he avoided directly criticising the UAE, widely alleged to be their main arms supplier. The RSF 
captured el-Fasher after an 18-month siege and continues fighting despite agreeing to a US-
backed truce. Rubio said the US and its partners will push to end the violence, but previous 
ceasefire efforts have failed, and heavy fighting persists across Sudan. 
BBC News: US calls for international action to cut weapons supply to Sudan paramilitaries  
November 13th, 2025. 
 
TANZANIA IN SHOCK AT THE MASSACRE OF 100S OF PROTESTERS, BUT FEAR 
HIGH AFTER ELECTION 
Tanzania is stunned after hundreds of protesters, mostly young people, were reportedly killed 
after its October election. The vote, which officially gave President Samia Suluhu Hassan 98% 
support, excluded major opposition leaders, sparking widespread anger. During the protests, the 
government shut down the internet, imposed a curfew, and deployed the army. Witnesses say 
security forces shot demonstrators point-blank and removed bodies from hospitals and streets, 
possibly hiding evidence. Many Tanzanians are too scared to speak out now, because a small 
hardline group close to the president appears to run the country. 
New York Times: Tanzania in shock at the massacre of 100s of protesters, but fear high after 
election  November 14th, 2025. 
 
SUDAN NEEDS PEACE NOW 
Sudan’s war between the SAF and RSF, which began in April 2023, has become a catastrophic 
conflict backed by foreign powers, with civilians bearing the brunt. Estimates suggest up to 
150,000 deaths by mid-2024, 14.5 million displaced, and nearly half the population facing acute 
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food insecurity. The RSF now controls most of Darfur after brutal massacres in El Fasher, while 
the SAF holds eastern Sudan and Port Sudan. The conflict’s roots lie in the post-2019 struggle 
over political power, control of state assets, and gold revenues, compounded by climate-driven 
resource pressures. Peace requires a credible ceasefire, dismantling the war economy, civilian-
led governance, judicial accountability, and strong pressure on foreign backers to halt support for 
both armed groups. 
The Tricontinental News: Sudan Needs Peace Now  November 14th, 2025. 
 
 
THE GLOBE 
GLOBAL GAINS IN TUBERCULOSIS RESPONSE ENDANGERED BY FUNDING 
CHALLENGES 
The World Health Organization (WHO) on 12 November 2025 warned that global progress in 
the fight against tuberculosis (TB) is at risk due to funding shortfalls and unsustainable 
financing. The news release highlights that while effective tools exist, access remains uneven in 
high-burden countries and resource constraints threaten gains. The report calls for robust 
investment, integration of TB services into primary-health-care systems, and political 
commitment to ensure that TB elimination targets remain achievable. Without urgent action, 
years of progress could be reversed. 
WHO News: Global gains in tuberculosis response endangered by funding challenges  
November 12th, 2025. 
 
KILLINGS: US LAWMAKER ALLAYS INVASION FEAR AS FG ENGAGES TRUMP 
U.S. Congressman Bill Huizenga said President Donald Trump is unlikely to pursue military 
action in Nigeria despite Trump’s recent “guns-ablazing” threat. In an Arise TV interview, 
Huizenga noted he was surprised by Trump’s remarks but stressed the President’s focus is 
ending alleged killings of Christians and others, not intervention. He advocated economic 
sanctions to cut off terrorist funding, arguing they would be more effective than force. Nigeria’s 
Information Minister Mohammed Idris highlighted ongoing diplomatic progress with 
Washington. Reports indicate Trump’s threat also surprised aides and activists, reinforcing views 
that military action is improbable and economic pressure more likely. 
Punch News: Killings: US lawmaker allays invasion fear as FG engages Trump  November 12th, 
2025. 
 
ISRAEL AND IRAN BRACE FOR ANOTHER CONFLICT AS TEHRAN DEBATES ITS 
NEXT MOVE 
Israel and Iran are bracing for another confrontation, though neither expects it imminently. 
Iranian officials fear Israel may ultimately aim to topple the Islamic Republic’s leadership. 
Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei faces a strategic choice between pursuing talks with the United 
States or rebuilding military strength to reassert deterrence against Israel. While Israel’s security 
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establishment sees no indication that Iran has resumed its nuclear weapons program, it warns that 
heightened tensions raise the risk of dangerous miscalculation. 
Ynet News: Israel and Iran brace for another conflict as Tehran debates its next move  
November 13th, 2025. 
 
RUSSIA ATTACKS ‘EVERY DISTRICT’ OF KYIV, SPARKING FIRES ACROSS 
UKRAINIAN CAPITAL 
Russia launched a large-scale drone and missile attack on Kyiv early Friday, injuring at least 11 
people and causing widespread fires and damage across multiple districts. Residential buildings, 
critical infrastructure, and parts of the city’s heating system were hit, with debris sparking 
numerous fires and destroying homes, cars, and public facilities. Officials urged residents to 
remain in shelters amid ongoing strikes and warned of possible power and water outages. 
Surrounding areas in Kyiv region also suffered damage and injuries. The assault came as EU 
officials pressed Ukraine to intensify anti-corruption efforts while reaffirming continued support 
amid Russia’s ongoing invasion. 
The Guardian News: Russia attacks ‘every district’ of Kyiv, sparking fires across Ukrainian capital  
November 14th, 2025. 
 
JAPAN TRYING TO REVIVE WARTIME MILITARISM WITH TAIWAN 
COMMENTS, CHINA STATE MEDIA SAYS 
China’s People’s Daily accused Japan of reviving wartime militarism after Prime Minister Sanae 
Takaichi said a Chinese attack on Taiwan could trigger a Japanese military response. Beijing 
condemned the comments, citing Japan’s historical aggression and warning that similar rhetoric 
once justified invasions like the 1931 Mukden Incident. Chinese officials and state media issued 
sharp criticisms, escalating diplomatic tensions. Japan reiterated its desire for a peaceful 
resolution over Taiwan, which sits close to its territory and key trade routes. Meanwhile, China 
intensified pressure on Taiwan, issuing wanted notices for pro-independence figures, though 
Taipei dismissed Beijing’s legal authority. 
Reuters News: Japan trying to revive wartime militarism with Taiwan comments, China state 
media says  November 14th, 2025. 
 
US LAUNCHES 'OPERATION SOUTHERN SPEAR' TO FIGHT TERRORISTS AMID 
TENSIONS WITH VENEZUELA 
The United States has launched Operation Southern Spear, a new military campaign targeting 
“narco-terrorists” in the Western Hemisphere amid rising tensions with Venezuela. Announced 
by Secretary of War Pete Hegseth, the operation led by Joint Task Force Southern Spear and 
SOUTHCOM aims to protect the U.S. homeland and curb drug flows. The scope remains 
unclear, raising concerns about possible strikes or intervention in Venezuela, especially after the 
U.S. destroyed 20 alleged cartel vessels since September, killing 80 people. Washington has 
sanctioned President Nicolás Maduro and offered a $50 million bounty, while Maduro denies 
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drug-trafficking links and accuses the U.S. of seeking regime change. 
Sahara Reports: US Launches 'Operation Southern Spear' To Fight Terrorists Amid Tensions 
With Venezuela  November 14th, 2025. 
 
 

 
 
 


