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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
From intensifying climate extremes to shifting security dynamics and evolving public health risks, recent developments highlight the increasingly interconnected challenges facing Africa and the wider international community. Global temperatures continue to reach exceptional highs, with Africa recording the world's largest temperature anomaly and Europe enduring the impacts of record-breaking heat, while forecasts of heavier rainfall have heightened flood concerns across West Africa. At the same time, humanitarian conditions across the Sahel remain under severe strain as conflict, displacement, food insecurity, and climate pressures continue to deepen the region's crisis.

Political and security developments also point to a rapidly changing regional landscape. Diplomatic tensions have emerged between Ghana and South Africa over the death of a Ghanaian migrant, while Algeria has concluded parliamentary elections amid continued debate over political participation and governance reforms. In Nigeria, the United States has completed the withdrawal of most of its troops following a joint counterterrorism mission, signaling a transition toward intelligence-led security cooperation. Elsewhere, Sudan remains a major source of concern following allegations of ethnic cleansing by the Rapid Support Forces, while tensions in the Middle East remain elevated as Iran exchanged fresh accusations with the United States, issued warnings over maritime navigation in the Strait of Hormuz, and hostilities involving Israel continued in Lebanon.

Public health authorities remain focused on strengthening epidemic preparedness as Uganda confirmed an isolated case of Marburg virus disease, while the Democratic Republic of the Congo continues to face the dual burden of rising malaria cases alongside the ongoing Ebola outbreak. International efforts to improve outbreak response have also advanced, with the global search for rapid Ebola diagnostic tests narrowing to five potential manufacturers, reflecting continued investment in faster disease detection and stronger health security.

CLIMATE CHANGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
GLOBAL TEMPERATURES REACH EXCEPTIONAL HIGHS AS EUROPE AND AFRICA EXPERIENCE EXTREME HEAT
Global climate monitoring showed this week that temperatures remain significantly above seasonal averages, with Africa recording the world's largest temperature anomaly at approximately 2.3°C above normal, while Europe continues to experience the aftermath of its most intense June heatwave on record. The prolonged heat has contributed to excess deaths, strained power systems, increased wildfire activity, and reduced agricultural productivity across several European countries. Climate scientists attribute the persistence and intensity of these conditions to human-induced climate change, warning that such extremes are becoming increasingly frequent.

The early warning implication is that persistent global heat anomalies could trigger cascading impacts beyond public health, including energy shortages, water scarcity, crop failures, and increased wildfire risks. For Africa, sustained above-normal temperatures threaten already vulnerable agricultural systems and could worsen food insecurity, particularly in climate-sensitive regions such as the Sahel. Governments should strengthen heat action plans, climate adaptation measures, and early warning systems to reduce socio-economic losses.


HUMANITARIAN CONDITIONS CONTINUE TO DETERIORATE ACROSS THE SAHEL AMID CLIMATE AND CONFLICT PRESSURES
Humanitarian agencies continue to report worsening conditions across the Sahel as the rainy season coincides with ongoing conflict, displacement, and food insecurity. More than 24 million people require humanitarian assistance across Burkina Faso, Mali, Niger, Chad, and northern Nigeria, with aid operations increasingly constrained by insecurity and funding shortfalls. While seasonal rains may improve agricultural production in some locations, they are also expected to increase localized flooding and restrict humanitarian access to vulnerable communities, further compounding existing crises.

The early warning implication is that the convergence of climate shocks, insecurity, and limited humanitarian financing could significantly heighten instability across the Sahel over the coming months. Flooding, disease outbreaks, displacement, and intensified competition over natural resources may further undermine fragile communities. Without sustained international support and strengthened resilience measures, humanitarian needs are likely to outpace response capacity, increasing the risk of prolonged regional instability.


FLOOD RISKS INCREASE ACROSS WEST AFRICA AS PEAK RAINY SEASON BEGINS
Climate monitoring agencies have warned that West Africa is entering its peak rainy season with elevated risks of flash flooding, river overflow, and infrastructure damage. Above-average rainfall is expected across several parts of the Gulf of Guinea and portions of the central Sahel, raising concerns over crop destruction, transport disruptions, and damage to homes and public infrastructure. The recent pattern of increasingly erratic rainfall reflects the growing influence of climate change on regional weather systems and complicates disaster preparedness efforts.

The early warning implication is that flooding could rapidly evolve into broader humanitarian emergencies, particularly in conflict-affected and food-insecure communities. Damage to farmland during the critical growing season, contamination of water sources, and increased transmission of waterborne diseases could exacerbate existing vulnerabilities. Strengthening flood forecasting, pre-positioning emergency relief supplies, and improving community preparedness remain essential to minimizing the humanitarian and economic consequences of the anticipated floods.
 
 
 
ELECTION AND GOVERNANCE 
 
GHANA, SOUTH AFRICA DISAGREE OVER CIRCUMSTANCES SURROUNDING GHANAIAN MIGRANT'S DEATH
A diplomatic disagreement has emerged between Ghana and South Africa following the death of a Ghanaian migrant in Cape Town. Ghana stated that the victim was killed during anti-immigrant protests and described the incident as a xenophobic attack, calling for justice and a thorough investigation. South Africa, however, rejected this account, maintaining that police investigations indicate the killing occurred before the protests and was linked to criminal activity rather than xenophobic violence. Although both countries support a full investigation, the conflicting narratives have created diplomatic tension and renewed concerns over the safety of African migrants in South Africa.

The early warning implications of the disagreement between Ghana and South Africa over the circumstances surrounding the Ghanaian migrant's death include the potential escalation of diplomatic tensions, increased anti-migrant sentiments, and the spread of misinformation that could trigger further violence against foreign nationals. Without transparent investigations, effective public communication, and strengthened regional cooperation, the incident may undermine trust between both countries and heighten insecurity for migrant communities in South Africa.


ALGERIA HOLDS PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS
Algeria has conducted parliamentary elections as part of its constitutional and democratic process aimed at renewing the country's legislative body. The elections were held under the supervision of the national electoral authority, with political parties and independent candidates competing for seats in parliament. Authorities described the polls as peaceful and orderly, while voter turnout and public confidence in the electoral process remained key issues, reflecting ongoing concerns over political participation and governance reforms.
The early warning implications of Algeria's parliamentary elections include the potential for post-election political tensions, public dissatisfaction over voter turnout or electoral credibility, and possible protests if segments of the population perceive the process as lacking transparency or inclusiveness. Sustained political dialogue, transparent election management, and responsive governance will be essential to maintaining stability and preventing political grievances from escalating into broader unrest.
 

SECURITY 
 
US WITHDRAWS TROOPS FROM NIGERIA AFTER COUNTERTERRORISM OPERATION
The United States has withdrawn most of its 200 military personnel from Nigeria following the completion of a joint counterterrorism mission in the Lake Chad Basin. Despite the drawdown, intelligence sharing and security cooperation with Nigeria will continue, reflecting a shift from direct military presence to intelligence-led operations. US officials credited the partnership with major successes, including the killing of ISIS deputy leader Abu-Bilal Al-Minuki and the disruption of extremist networks. The US also emphasized expanding regional intelligence collaboration to combat terrorism, drug trafficking, and other transnational crimes while strengthening African partners' capacity to manage security threats independently.

The troop withdrawal increases reliance on Nigeria's security forces and intelligence capabilities, making sustained intelligence sharing critical. Any decline in intelligence cooperation or operational capacity could create opportunities for ISIS and other extremist groups to regroup, intensify recruitment, and exploit security gaps in the Lake Chad Basin and the wider West African region.


SUDAN'S RSF COMMITTED ETHNIC CLEANSING, AMNESTY REPORT ALLEGES
Amnesty International alleges that the Rapid Support Forces committed crimes against humanity, ethnic cleansing, and possible genocide during its 2024–2025 campaign to seize El-Fasher. Based on interviews with 247 victims and witnesses, the report documents systematic attacks on Zaghawa communities, including killings, abductions, forced recruitment, rape, torture, and executions. The RSF allegedly destroyed homes to prevent displaced populations from returning, while commanders failed to prevent or punish abuses. Amnesty called for an immediate ceasefire and international civilian protection amid fears of a similar offensive against El-Obeid.

The allegations indicate an elevated risk of renewed mass atrocities, forced displacement, and ethnically targeted violence in Sudan. Reports of RSF mobilization near El-Obeid, combined with continuing impunity and the absence of effective civilian protection, suggest a high likelihood of further humanitarian deterioration, regional refugee flows, and escalating instability if preventive international action is delayed.


IRAN WAR: TEHRAN SLAMS US BEFORE HUGE FUNERAL FOR ALI KHAMENEI
Iran has accused the United States of discouraging peace in the Middle East, urging regional states to learn from the recent US-Israel conflict with Iran. Iranian authorities are preparing for the funeral of former Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei in Tehran and Mashhad, expected to attract over 20 million mourners. Meanwhile, Iran's military warned that vessels transiting the Strait of Hormuz must follow routes designated by its armed forces or face military action. At the same time, Israeli airstrikes reportedly targeted locations in southern Lebanon, including the Bint Jbeil district and a hospital in Nabatieh al-Fawa, underscoring continued regional hostilities.

Iran's maritime warning heightens the risk of disruption to commercial shipping and energy supplies through the Strait of Hormuz, increasing the potential for naval confrontations. The mass funeral could become a focal point for heightened nationalist mobilization or retaliatory actions, while continued Israeli strikes in Lebanon raise the likelihood of wider regional escalation involving Iran-aligned groups, further destabilizing the Middle East and threatening regional security and global energy markets.
 


PUBLIC HEALTH 
 
UGANDA FINDS ISOLATED MARBURG VIRUS CASE, AFRICA CDC SAYS
Uganda has confirmed an isolated case of Marburg virus disease (MVD), according to the Africa Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (Africa CDC). The case was detected during enhanced surveillance activities for Ebola, highlighting the country's strengthened disease monitoring systems. The confirmed patient was a 1½-year-old child from Kyegegwa District in western Uganda who later died from the infection. Health authorities immediately launched contact tracing and surveillance measures. Africa CDC reported that none of the identified contacts had developed symptoms, and there were no active Marburg cases in Uganda at the time of the announcement. Ugandan officials also stated that they were not aware of an ongoing Marburg outbreak, emphasizing that this appears to be an isolated incident rather than widespread community transmission. Marburg virus disease is a highly infectious viral hemorrhagic fever caused by a virus in the same family as Ebola. It spreads through direct contact with the blood, body fluids, or contaminated materials of infected individuals. The disease has a high case fatality rate, though early diagnosis, supportive treatment, and rapid public health interventions can improve survival.

The early warning implications of Uganda's isolated Marburg virus case include the risk of undetected transmission if surveillance and rapid response measures are not sustained. Governments should strengthen disease surveillance, improve laboratory diagnostic capacity, and ensure rapid reporting of suspected hemorrhagic fever cases. Healthcare workers require continuous training in infection prevention and control, while communities should be encouraged to report unexplained fevers, sudden deaths, or unusual bleeding promptly. Effective cross-border collaboration, adequate supplies of personal protective equipment (PPE), and sustained investment in emergency preparedness remain essential to prevent isolated cases from developing into larger outbreaks.


MALARIA GROWS IN CONGO'S OUTBREAK HOTSPOTS
Malaria cases are increasing in areas of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) affected by the ongoing Ebola outbreak, creating a dual public health challenge. The overlap of the two diseases is straining the country's fragile healthcare system and complicating response efforts. Malaria and Ebola share early symptoms such as fever, headache, and fatigue, making accurate diagnosis more difficult. Delayed diagnosis can increase the risk of Ebola transmission and worsen malaria outcomes. Fear of Ebola has also discouraged many people from seeking medical care for malaria and other illnesses. Health facilities face shortages of medicines, diagnostic supplies, and trained personnel. Government authorities and humanitarian partners are strengthening surveillance, laboratory testing, and community awareness while distributing mosquito nets and malaria treatment. Experts emphasize the need for integrated management of both diseases to reduce preventable deaths. Protecting routine healthcare services during outbreaks remains a critical priority.

The early warning implications of the rise in malaria cases in the Democratic Republic of the Congo's Ebola-affected areas include the risk of overwhelming fragile health systems and delaying the detection and treatment of both diseases. Governments should strengthen disease surveillance, laboratory testing, and rapid response mechanisms to distinguish malaria from Ebola and prevent delayed treatment. Maintaining routine malaria prevention and treatment services during Ebola outbreaks is essential to reduce avoidable deaths. Public awareness, strong infection prevention measures, cross-border collaboration, and sustained investment in health systems remain critical to preventing isolated outbreaks from escalating into larger public health emergencies.


RACE FOR RAPID EBOLA TEST NARROWS TO FIVE POTENTIAL MANUFACTURERS
The global effort to develop rapid Ebola diagnostic tests has narrowed to five potential manufacturers. The initiative aims to strengthen preparedness for future Ebola outbreaks through faster and more accessible testing. Rapid diagnostic tests can provide preliminary results much faster than conventional laboratory methods, particularly in remote and resource-limited settings. Early detection enables prompt isolation of suspected cases, timely treatment, and effective contact tracing. The shortlisted manufacturers were selected based on product quality, accuracy, production capacity, and compliance with international standards. Their diagnostic kits will undergo further validation before widespread use. The new tests are expected to improve disease surveillance and outbreak response. They will also help distinguish Ebola from other diseases with similar symptoms, such as malaria and Marburg virus disease. International partners continue to support the development and distribution of these diagnostic tools. Investments in laboratory infrastructure, healthcare worker training, and supply chains remain essential. Rapid diagnostic tests will complement existing Ebola prevention and control measures rather than replace them. The initiative reflects a growing global commitment to strengthening epidemic preparedness and reducing the impact of future Ebola outbreaks.

The early warning implications of the development of rapid Ebola diagnostic tests include the need for countries to strengthen outbreak preparedness through improved surveillance, laboratory capacity, and early detection systems. Governments should invest in reliable diagnostics, train healthcare workers, and maintain resilient supply chains to ensure a rapid response during emergencies. Public awareness, prompt reporting of symptoms, regional collaboration, and effective emergency planning are essential to prevent isolated Ebola cases from escalating into major public health outbreaks with severe health, economic, and social impacts.
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